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legekdary origin of the coconut palm. 1
About half a mile from Belligam, a fishing hamlet on the
southern coast of Ceylon, between the towns of Point de Galle
and Matura, is, completely overshadowed by groves of trees, a
large rock of granite, which displays the representation of a
former-prince of the interior, about sixteen or eighteen feet in
height, called 'Rottah Rajah/ to the attention of the traveller.
According to tradition, the discovery of the Coconut tree is
attributed to a vision, which communicated to this highly
favoured rajah a knowledge of that production. A Cingalese
rajah of devout conduct and character, became suddenly
afflicted with a cutaneous disease, which covered him with a
white scaly substance from head to foot, to so great a degree
as almost to deprive him of human appearance. So very rapidly
did the loathsome distemper extend its malignant influence over
the rajah's person, that sacrifices were resorted to by his people
in the hope of thereby appeasing the anger of the supposed
author of the rajah's sufferings, the Maha Yaka, or great demon.
The Rottah rajah (the image itself is now so styled) objected
to assist in person at any such diabolical sacrifices, and however
prejudiced his people were in the belief of their eventual efficacy,
he himself preferred humbly to submit to the decrees of that
superior power from whom alone the Maha Yaka could have
derived dominion, if he really possessed any, over the destinies
of mankind. At this period the Coconut tree was not known
in the interior of Ceylon; and to this day its scarcity is remarked
by every traveller who visits the interior of the late Kandian
territory. The resigned but suffering rajah having, with all
due humility, paid his accustomed devotions, and offered sweet-
smelling flowers, according to the Buddhist religion, and repeated
the Buddha-Sarana, fell into a sound sleep, which lasted for
several days. During his trance, he beheld a large expanse of
water, which he tasted, and found it both salt and nauseous,
although of a fine green colour near and blue in the distance;
having on its margin immense groves of trees of a rare kind,
such as he had never before seen. For, instead of branches in
various directions, as other trees had in liis country, a tuft of
1 Taken verbatim from, B. Seemann, Popular History of the Palms and th*ir Allies.
London, l85t», -pp. 140-155.
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